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OVER A 5-YEAR PERIOD, 4,631 VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
GRADUATES FROM 127 OF oxLAnouA S 383 HIGH SCHOOLS WITH A .
PROGRAM IN THIS AREA WERE STUDIED TO DETERMINE THE EXTENT TO -
WHICH THEY WERE TAKING UP .FARMING AS AN OCCUPATION OR WERE
ENTERING THE RAPIDLY EXPANDING FIELD OF “AGRIBUSINESS.' AND
TO WHAT EXTENT THESE GRADUATES WERE USING THIS VOCATONAL
AGRICULTURE TRAINING. THE NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN 1959 wAs
893, COMPARED WITH 950 IN 1963. IT WAS FOUND ‘THAT ABOUT 18 .

. PERCENT OF ALL THE GRADUATES WERE FARMING, ALMOST 11 PERCENT °
WERE IN OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL occuparrous. AND ABOUT 12
PERCENT WERE ENROLLED IN AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS. THE HIGHER
THE *FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA" DEGREE ACHIEVED, THE GREATER
CHANCE OF THE GRADUATE ENTERING FARMING AS WELL AS A
POST-HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION, REMAINING A STATE
RESIDENT, AND BEING EMPLOYED. THE PRESENT PROGRAM APPEARS TO
'BE MEETING THE NEEDS OF BOTH THE 29 PERCENT WHO ARE EITHER
FARMING OR IN OFF-FARM OCCUPATIONS AND THE 12 PERCENT
ENROLLED IN AGRICULTURAL couueces. ‘BUT NOT THE LARGER GROUP
(OF STUDENTS. (EL) \
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’ THE PRESENT OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF OKLAHOMA HIGH SCHOOL

€ ©

B £t VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE GRADUATES OVER THE

PAST FIVE YEAR PERIOD FROM 1959 TO 1963

By Everett D. Eﬁ'ington and Ronald E. Hill

- INTRODUCTION

»'s B ',l-"\\ There are several reasons for hav1ng conducted such a study as this.
Mostly they are 1nvolved w1tr the sweeplng soclologlcal changes taklng
place ln.our country today. It is certalnly no secret that Amerlca v r

o is experlenclng a vast reor1entatlon from a rural to an urbanized cul—
ture. Most notable is the d1sappearance of the on-the—farm.farmer and

N _
: the ‘rapidly grow1ng phase of agrlculture known as "agrlbu31ness" :

Th1s study helps to detenmlneﬁthe extent to which graduates from
Oklahoma High School Vocatlonal Agrlculture Departmsnts are taking up .
farmlng as an occupatlon or are enterlng the rapldly expanding field

| f "agrlbuslness" and to what extent are these graduates using the1r |
,vocatlonal agrlcultural tralnlng.,' |
Th1s study 1nvolves one-thlrd of all Oklahoma high schools hav1ng
T a program in Vocational Agrlculture and includes every graduate in voca-;
| tJonal agriculture of these high schools over the past five years--
Te N © classes 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, and 1963 | |
PROCEDURE R

B
z
;

o - | | o |
 One-third of all Okldhoma high schools with Vocational Agriculture

e
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departments were chosen on a random basis to be used 1n the study

From the total of 383 schools, 127 were selected A questlonnalre

was constructed to obtain the follOW1ng 1nformatlon (l) what each )

graduate is now doing occupatlonally, (2) to what extent the student

7part1c1pated in F. F. A work (the F.. F. A. degree he atta1ned) and .

'(3) the locatlon of each 1nd1v1dual's home, on the farm or in town.

 The names of each school's graduates over the past f1ve years were

‘obtalned from the State 0ff1ce of Vocatlonal Agr1culture and typed -

on the questlonnalre whlch was then- sent to the teachers of‘Vocatlonal

’

P L ¢

:ngrlculture. Ninetyatwo per cent of the questlonnalres were returned.

B 4Thls 1ncluded h63l h1gh school graduates of Vocatlonai Agr1culture.

The students ‘were stud1ed on-the basis of four d1fferent class1f1-
ﬁcatlons° Vocational Agriculture Distr1ct Year of Graduation, F. F. A.
Degree Attained, and Type of Student This latter classiflcatlon in=
volved the location of the student's home and whether or not he or ;

his family was farming any land. This category was further broken down
/

__into four subdivisions°, Country Farmer, Town Fanmer, Country Nonfarmer,

_and Town Nonfarmer.

h "Country Eanmer" indludes those’ graduates who had lived on a
fann and farmed the land whj&le a "Town Fanner" includes those who

lived in town but were actively engaged in farmdng. A "Country Non-

A fanmer" graduate was one who had lived in a rural area but did not

farm,and the "Town Nonfsrmsr" inclunes those who lived in town and did'

(YN

o
b-. .

- The five Vbcational Agriculture Districts are designated‘,rﬁorth-

east, Northwcst, Southiwest, Southeast, 'and Central. ' The five years

include those graduating classes of 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, a;}'d 1963,

1
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and the threoﬁfa”f.-A. degreos are: Chapter’Fbrmér,»&unior'Master 7 .
* Farmer, and American Farmer.
o  COMPARISONS Bi YEAR OF GRADUATICH
: During this five year period a total of lh 078 students was
graduated from Oklahoma 8 Vocational Agriculture Departments of which o
h631 or 33.91 per cent are involved in this study. The data in Table,I
Y 1nd1cates there has been a steady increase in the number of gradaates
B 2 during this five year period. | | |
TABLE I § B
. NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOQL VOCATIONAL ' . : ;
. AGRICULTURE GRADUATES BY YEAR . - B
YEAR  °  NUMBER' = GRADUATES IN - PER'CENT OF TOTAL =~ .
N - THIS STUDY BEING STUDIED O ‘ '
| BY YEAR PR |
1959 2620 893 34,08 |
1960 . 2621 .85 . 33.39 o
1961 S oo9u 961 - 32.98 Ve )
1962 - 2949 92 - 3238 - v
1963 2974 S950 3.9
TOTALS - 14078 © 4631 32,95

R 1Figures provided by the Oklahoma State Board for Vbcational
Education, Stillwa.ter » Oklahoma. : |




- The data 1n Table II show that the lowest per cent in farming
is 16.21 per cent in 1959 and the highest 20 32 per cent, in 1963.
This would tend to. indicate that the further out of school a graduate o
va;becomes, at least during tne first five years, the less he is involved
| in farming’ A possible reason for this is that a larger number of

the graduates are entering the Armed Forces from three to fiVe years

- after graduation (Table V)

- ‘TABLE II

NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN FARMING BY YEAR OF GRADUATION L
 YEAR +  TOTALS NO  YES PER CENT YES
" 11959 893 . U8 U5 . 16.24
1960 ‘875 M 164 187 K |
Vel T 9eL L 795 ¢ 166 17.27 S
1962 952 9 173 18.17
11963 950 757 193 20.32
| 'TOTALS 4631 _'3790‘,"’" 841 ©  18.16 -

5 .

The data,in Table III reveal that approximately the .same - >Tj . L

| number of graduates are enrolled in other areas of higher educatlon o R
" as are in agrlculture. The.drop rat; seems-to be higher among | -
those in the agrlcultural colleges than the other colleges because -
of the decreasing smaller percentage enrolled in each year. | '
The data in: Table IV 1ndicate that as the graduates become older '
more of them leave the state. ThlS is an 1ndication that we need more

attractive types of employment here to hold our young people in the state.-
The larger number in the Armed Forces 1n the 1959-1960-1961 yéars is pro-

. bably due, to the fact that young men\are out of school a few years before

being drafted. e




1959 89
1960 e
. 1961 . ea
962 952
1963 950

TOTAL

AG. 'COLLEGE

 TABIE III

_OTHER COLLEGE

YES .

"
. 80

105

L6

164

569

9.

g a "

- D
s
~F

15.34
.,HQ{N@%

12,29

“PER CENT  YES

®

11 e

9% 10.75
1.5

122,  12.90
156 16.39
L2 L.95

69 13.37

- PER CENT
YES

 OTHER S
gm A.

19
.._w.o,

e

| NUMBER OF GRADUATES CONTINUING IN HIGHER EDUCATION BY YEAR OF GRADUATION

PECIAL EDUCATION
YES
2.13

343

a2 =4

63 6.62

55 5
. . B

209 | 451

e

21.17
24.11
28.20

138.35

38.00

30,17

TOTAL PER CENT IN
EDUCATIONAL
- INSTITUTIONS

-
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o TABLE IV - ‘
NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN MILTTARY SERVICE AND STATE RESIDENCE BY YEAR OF GRADUATION -
. .___IN ARMED FORCES . .  LOCATION OF RESIDENCE §
R NUMBER. " PER CENT . UNKNOWN ~ OUT OF- PER CENT 1IN PER CENT _
o _. - STATE OUT - STATE ™
171 119.15- - 99 298 . 33.37. 496 .. 55.54
175 . ,_.__..hm.o.oo 7 mm.w 30.51° muH | 60.68
: 170 17.69 9T 261 2716 603 62.75
133 13.97 97 212" 22,37 642 ° 7.4
112 11.79 109 . 187 19.68 65, 8.8k
761 1643 .- 79 1226 26,47 2926 63.18
_ \ . . i . | : ,h ’
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The data 1n Table V reveal that the longer A student 1s out. of -
school the ‘more llkely he 1s to be employed in. avnon-agrlcultural
fﬁfoccupatlon. There 1s also a def1n1te decrease in the number of un-’w ﬁj“
‘employed graduates as they get older. ThlS mgy due to the fact that
employers prefer to hire persons with a llttle more maturlty. |
| - f 3 ' s . . )
, TABLE v TN |
d NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN NON-AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS UNEMPLOYED AND - : g
: DECEASED BY YEAR ' ' . o
 YEAR NONAG. OCCUPATTON UNEMPLOYED,‘ . __DECEASED-
) - NO. - PER CENT - NO. PER CENT 'NQe ~ PER CENT
195 373 L7716 LT 8 .0
1960 284 32,46 15 1.71. . 4 A6
1961 - '333 3465 T 40 416 0 6 - 62
1962 273 "28.68 29 3,05 1 - 11
‘. : ' - ' o N . L o . \ .
1963 260 27.37 AT h95 3 32
| TOTALS 1523 - 32.89 17 3.7 2;; o
' TABLE VI,

- YEAR -U' B T R .'mmmmf

NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS BY YEARS /

RS

1959 . o893 . ‘119‘]_5
w0 e g
1962 g2 '. (1113( .
1963 j ,ff 950 . I ﬂ 1

TOTALS- .~ 4631 - 505 10,90 = ° Gmgd
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) 2The number of graduates in off—farm agr1cultural occupatlons
ralso shows a sllght increase (Table VI) as’ the graduates grow older.
_Thlsﬂls brobably'due to the same factors as the 1ncrease in emplqy—'
l_fment 1n the non-agr1cultural 1ndustr1es. The smaller,percentage in
-'off—farm agrlcultural occupatlons'1nd1cates'that the type,of program.h'
'rln the past in vocatlonal agrlculture has not been preparlng graduates
.'adequately'for such occupations. . | wi. o
" : COMPARI'SQN BY '_D’ISTRICT OF STATE
The data.in Table VII reveal that the areas of Oklahoma W1th
fthe largest and most prof1table farms are also those that have the
largest percentage of graduates returnlng to the farm. The eastern¢'
part of the state has smaller farmers and a larger number of +he farm
boys fall to find thevun1ts economlcally large enough for them to
. g 1s may have tended to increase the unemployment in th1s

are of ‘the state. o ’ o \

~e TABLE VIL

NUMBER OF GRADUATES m FA' ING BY DISTRICTS
CDISTRICT ~ TOTALS |

B f, NUMBER
| Northeast ” 1285 I »16'8'
Northwest 679 _ T
Southmestf . = l188 “ .- i. 260 | »
:éoutheast | v’} 956 - - | . l28.
?”Central_l;:gv ; ;“h523 L 'k‘lll .
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" DISTRICTS

zg.&wm,mmﬁ |

- Northwest
,mogwtmwa |
Southeast

Central

A J

TOTALS

M6 569 ' 12.29 619 ._p_u..un_ . 209

N

i
&
¢
© amem—

'TABLE VIII

- _NUMBER OF GRADUATES CONTINUENG IN HIGHER EDUCATION BY DISTRICTS

]
€

e_oEﬁ_ | IN AG. COLLEGES . IN OTHER, COLLEGES ' - IN'SPECIAL EDUCATION

...zsamm " PER CENT  NUMBER

o . PER CENT - NUMBER

S 1285 147 | 11.44 137 | _._.H,.o.& 52
.%w_-v., 10 16.20 B 77 o Wmo,‘mm... 49
1188 166 . ,S.:S, 03 117.09 50
956 @q..._. 90 95 _. _. 9 39

523 59 .28 4 L eai 5

ECR

PR N - P~ ’ 2

" PER CENT

s
| 7.22
4.21

4.08
| w.&@
451

-

TOTAL PER CENT 'IN
EDUCATIONAL -
. INSTITUTIONS -
26.15
44,04
35.27
204,12
23.32

30.17




Table VIIT indicates that sllghtly over th1rty per cent of aIl
the graduates are presently in some type of post high. school educatlon
The western and central parts of the state had a h1gher pértion of |
those enrolled in Colleges of Agrlculture whlle th“western areas had
‘a larger number in other types of colleges. The westernJareas also |
had a substantlally larger number enrolled in h1gher educatlon

Table X 1nd1cates that a larger number of graduates from the
eastern portlon of the state are in the Armed Forces than 1n the
.western area. Th1s is.also true w1th the number whose residence is
-iuout of Oklahoma » ThlS is. probably due to the smaller number of em~
ployment opportun1t1es 1n eastern Oklahoma.. |

There was some. dlfference as 1nd1cated by the data 1n Table X
in those in non-agr1cultural occupatlons throughout the state, w1th

the eastern portlon of the state somewhat h1gher The northeast

was sllghtly h1gher 1n unemployment w1th the northwest next. e

A study of occupatlons by dlstrlcts qulckly shows ‘as indicated
by the data in Table XI three districts, Southeast Central and
‘Southwest, have sllghtly more employment in off-farm agr1cultural
chcupatlons than the Northwest and  Northeast. The southeast d1str1ct
f has the “highest rate wh1ch is poss1bly due in part to the state's" |
llarge concentratlon of commerc1ally and recreatlonally valuable forests’
in that area. Exactly 25 per cent of all those employed agr1cultur-
~ally in that d1str1ct are engaged in lumberlng, forestry, or w1ldllfe'

management. )

-10




=} . | 4
TABLEIX R
, . NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN MILITARY SERVICE AND STATE RESIDENCE BY DISTRICTS - A
S O NPT L
‘' DISTRICTS =~ TOTAL ~ __ IN ARMED FORCES _ ' ___LOGATION OF RESIDRNCE .
T . NOMBER PER CENT  UNKNOWN OUT OF PER CENT TN _ wmm AT S
| - <o - STATE - oce STATE: -~ IN. . :
Northeast - 1285 - 260 .. 18.68 162" 38, = 29. mm_ 739 57.51 e
Northwest 679 79 1163 - - 89 120  17.67 40 69.22° -
Southwest - 1188 184 - - 15.49 69 288 2.2, 31 69.95 ,
| Souhesst 9% 174 1820 92 329 3.1 335 55.96
. Central . 523 © g, - 16. 06 - 67 - 105"  20.08 351  67.11 .
TOTALS 4631 761 1643 k79 - 1206 26.65 2926 . 63.18
, | > | ﬂ
y‘ w\ ) \ fu . .




NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN

DISTRICTS

 Northeast
. 203:£m,mr
| .mo#w:smmw
,mo.:..wmm_mmw
oouwu.m“._. :

TOTALS

TOTAL -, .

-

1285

679
1188

956
523

4631

’

L5k,

351

327
198

1523

NONAGRICULTURA

193

TABLE X

NONAG. OCCUPATIONS
NUMBER

‘um.mo

L OCCUPATIONS, UNEMPLOYED AND DECEASED BY DISTRICTS

 _ UNEMPLOYED
PER CENT ' NUMBER FPER CENT
3533 69 537
28,42 3.09
29.55 1.3
34.21 2,62 -
37.86 2.87
3.7

o~

NUMBER PER CENT
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- DISTRICT
l\iqrthéast |
. Norf.hvfest '
| Squt.hw‘est
. Southeast

éent’rél |

- TOTALS

'TABLE XI

 TOTAL

1285
679

956
523

-

YES
112

65

13

~ NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS BY DISTRICTS

~ PER CENT YES

N

65

- 505

135
12

- 8.72

9.57

11.36
S 13.39

1203 .

110.90

COMPARISON BY DEGREE OF ATTAINMENT IN THE F. F. A.

TABLE XII

OCCUPATTONAL STATUS ON BASIS OF F. F. A. DEGREE _

. STATUS OF STUDENT

Farming

A_g.' Occu‘l)ation. '
‘A Ag- COlle-ge>
Other College

Other Special Education

, Armed Forces

Nqnag. Occupation |

Uriemployed

~State .Residence .

Deceased

F. F. A. DEGREE

_pmﬁm
~* FARMER
eu
Wl
356

. 535
188

ne
1462

~ JUNIOR
- MASTER

192

¢
207

30

82

.

18 -

. 60
7

368

N TR
o AP AR A RIS

AMERICAN

FARMER

8
1
6
2.
1
1
1
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From Table XII it can be nesn ‘that the coneiderat.ion of the rela—

- tionehip between the preeent. occupat.ional etat.us and t.l'e F. F.: A.

o degree received requireé“ an approach semewhat di.f"erent from the ot.her

t.hree points of inveetigat.ion. To begin wit.h the percent.agee preeent.ed

" here must be underet.ood :Ln llght. of the fact. that t.here is o-ﬂy a fot.al

of 455 who achieved t.he "Junior Master Farmer" degree and only t.en

who became "American Farmers." The most obvious i.ndica ione of t.his

category of the etudy are to be' found with regard to the t.en men who

’ at.t.ained the "Americaa Farmer" degree. . In virtually every caee, t.hoee

‘ att.ai.ning t.he Chapter Farmer degree were at the low end of the ecale

of t.hoee in varioue areas of agricult.ure.

TABLE XIII
NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN FARMING BY F. F. A. DEGREE

 DEGREE TOTALS - Y¥YES.  PER CENT YES
Chapter bee - - - 61 15.39
Junior Master 455 o192 7 42.20

. American lb f .. 8 S ) 8Q.~OO_
TOTALS 4631 ekl S 1816

|

hY

,' It. is slgnlflcant. t.hat. elght. of the t.en "Amerlcan Farmere" are

' engaged in farm:.ng as shown in Table XIII . Apparent.ly t.hey cont.inue

to farm whlle they are at.t.end:.ng college. “This is brought out by the
fact. that a large per cent of them are in higher education. (Table XV)
There is a direct relat:l.onehlp bet.ween the degree received and num-

ber engaged 1n farming.
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| | TABLE XIV
{ ' o
RESIDENCE OF GRADUATES COMPARED
DEGREE . - . RESTDENGE - ;
B UNKNOWN _ OUT OF  PER CENT 1IN  PER CENT
~ " STATE OUT  STATE = IN
. Chapter @ WA 1172 0 2813 0 2550 6L.2L
~ Junior Map}ter 35 52 1143 368 80.88
American . . 2 20.00. 8  80.00

- Table XIV ihdicates that the vast majority of thbse.réceiving |
the two higher degrees are still state re81dents. These persons are
more llkely to be establlshed in the bu31ness of farmIng and thus
;-'stay 1n Oklahoma where this bu31ness is located.i
Fram Table XV 1t can be seen that the "Amerlcén Farmers" had the
\ hlghest per cent attendlng each of the three categorles of h1gher
educational 1nst1tut1§ns W1th those w1th the "Junlor Master" degreev

‘next. The percentage of "Chapter Farmer“,obta;nlng-further educatlon

] aftér-high.school is much smaller.

"




 NUMBER OF GRADUATES CONTINUING IN HIGHER EDUCATION BY F.'F. A. DEGREEE

‘DEGREE

©  Chapter

- Junior Master

" American w

TOTALS .

TOTAL

1166
435

~

. TABLE XV

Y

AG. COLLEGE

5

° OTHER COLLEGE =

356
207

W.Wm

6 60.00

. 45059

NUMBER  PER CENT  NUMBER

o Hmwom.q.m
2" . 20,00
" 619 - 13.37

— PER CENT
. 12.48

oL 4.

" SPECTIAL EDUCATION
NUMBER ~PER CENT

e

188
k&POH
1 10,00

.

451

TOTAL,PER CENT IN
EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

- »Nmymb., . mw
@ﬂo@H‘ °

- 90,00
N - .
P,
.
. -
<
> B
o H ’ ’
L]
N ¥
2
A%
.
r
.
.-
N
o
¢
. ’
v -
.
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- B
.
i
N
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2
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TABLE XVI

A _ . A ‘ »
| NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN MILITARY SERVICE AND NONAGRICULTURAL |
OCCUPATIONS BY F. F. A DEGREE .
DEGREE o ARMED FORCES NONAG. OCCUPATIONS
o | ~ NUMBER ~ PER CENT .NUMBER = _PER CENT
Chapter 72 17.8L Li62 - 35.09
Junior Master 18  3.96. 60 . 13.19 -
“‘imeriean - 1  10.00 1 10.00
roms 761 M D 38
The data 1n Table XVI show that only ohe "Amerlcan Farmer" 13
in a nonagricultural occupatlon as well as only one in the Armed ForCes.i
Here agaln those W1th»the‘lower degree are more llkely to:be in the
military service or in aTnqh-agriculturalfoccupatioh.,
. " ‘_,:.‘_f' o /. y
_ TABLE XVII
~ NUMBER OF GRADUATES UNEMPLOYED AND DECEASED BY F._F. A. DEGREE
e . | < e g
DEGREE B UNEMPLOYED . DECEASED ' _
- | | NUMBER © PERCENT | - NUMBER PERCENT
~ Chapter L0 3.36 . . 22 .53 - ]
Junior Master |, 7 LSk - -
\American " o ( - ; . - o - -
. R . - N :
TOTALS S 147 3.17 22 .01
> | . The data in Table XVII indicate that rione of the "Americar Farmers" - )
N * ) ' . “ ) v‘ ‘ \
® are unémployeq or deceased and that only 1.54 per cent of the "Junior
Master ?armers" are unemployed and none deceased. This may_ii‘due‘l
AY
¢ ”**ﬂ
- ‘0. ’ ]
\ | \ .




to the fact that.more of these graduates are in the bus1ness of fanu-

1ng or in hlgher educatlon. The amount of unemployment for all .
‘ vocatlonal agr1culture graduates is below that of the state average. 0
R . 1 . . .

TABLE XVIII

: NUMBER OF. GRADUATES IN OFF—FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS BY F F A DEGREE L ] ‘

.

DEGREE  TOTALS. NO - YES PER CENT YES I

Chapter . - 4166 3692 L4 . 1l.38 -
CAmerican 10 9 1 - . 10.00

TOTALS k63 © 4126 505 . .- 10.90

A comparlson‘on the basis of F. F. A. degree achleved shows 11. 38‘
per cent of the 4166 "Chapter Farmers" in off-farm agr1cultural .oc~
cupatlons as shown in Table XVIII. On the other hand -is the "Junlor 1'; k//f |
.\Master Farmer" group w1th only 6.59 per cent in off-farm ag1r1cultural‘ |

occupatlons._ This is explalnable by the fact that there, ‘are fewer ‘

B

Chapter Farmers in college or on the farm and thus more avallable

for such employment. : 7.’ o F'”_F ; g'j ) . ”‘, .

From the study of these students on the bas1s of the- type of |

, res1dence they had it would appear that the extent to wh1ch they

were assoc1ated w1th farmlng greatly determlnes the1r future relatlon—‘

'ship with it occupationally.
COMPARISON OF GRADUATES®BY TYPE OF STUDENT

" From the data in Table XIX can be seen that the boys who have
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_ come fromva background of on—the-farm farmlng have the greatest per-
‘.centage of’ those enter:mg farmlng as an occupatlon A‘y/ the other . \ .
vextreme was the town non-farmlng category which had only 1 29 per :
»» cent mvolved in- farm:l.ng | S | o
| " TABIE XIX |
NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN FARMING BY TYPE OF STUDENT
 TYPE OF STUDENT ~  TOTALS WS PER CENT YES
Country Farmer 2717 708 B _27 53
Town Farmer o 341 49 1. 37
Country» Nonfamer © 420 16 3 8" )
Tom Nonfarmer 1004 13 . 1.29
- Unreported S . W9 15 ._iQ.O?F
‘TOTALS 1631 8 18.16
| TABLE XX
RESIDENCE OF GRADUATES BY TYPE OF STUDENTS
TYPE OF STUDENT . RESIDENGE .
' ~ UNKNOWN __ OUT OF  PER CENT 1IN _ PER CENT
. " . STATE'  OUT STATE 1IN
. Country Farmer 23 612 - 2252 1871 68.86
Town Farmer 3@ 92 ©  26.98 211 61 88 - o
' Country Nonfarmer K2 131 3119 247 '58 o . ’
Town Nonfemer 101 339 . 33.76  s56h 56.18 |
Unreported 64 . 52 34b90 33  22.15
| TOTALS K79 1226 . 26.40 2926 63.18
Y
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.~ From Table XX 1t can be see that the on-the-farm farmlng group

e had the h1ghest percentage of those 1ocated W1th1n the state wh11e -

' the town non-farm:mg group was at the. opp031te end of the scale " ‘The

A

g non-farm youth are much more mobil (and move. out of" Oklahoma at a greater "

“rate than- the farm"youth. -
! . ) . ’ﬂ” ’
TABLE'XXI o T

[l
>

NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN MILITARY SERVICE AN NONAGRICULTURAL
S OCCUPATIONS BY TYPE OF STUDENT '

. A . v

| IYPE OF STUDENT ' TOTAL  _ ARMED FORCES . NON AC. OCCUPATIONS

< MR  PER CBNT ., NUMBER .
 Country Famer 2717 373 13.73 .. . g5
Town Farmerjgyj'tl' . 341 60__ 17.60 s io3”_3'
‘>Country Ndnfanméri: 420 ’ 9 ..18,81A"'1 ;.:.“165_.
" Town Nonfarmer o "'"’10'0.5-' 212 - -21'.12’ | Y2 )
'Unreported | 19 37 au.83 33

TOTAISA ML 761 1643 . 1523,

Table XXI 1nd1cates ‘that- 1ess of the farm youth are 1n the Armed

,Q Forces which 1s the same type of sltuatlon as was found w1th resldence

'The non-farm youth also had more employed in non-agr1cultura1 occupa-

~ PER CENT .

~30.00.

- 30.21

39.39

4054
22,15

32:89° -

',_tlons Table XXII also shows that the same group had the h1ghest number ‘

_unemployed. Thls is slgnlflcant in *determ;l.nlng the type of tra1n1ng

program necessary.to rehabilitate thlS group.
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| TABLE XXIT “
' NUMBER OF GRADUATES UNEMPLOYED AND DECEASED BY TYPE OF STUDENT
| TYPE OF STUDET . TOTAL  __ UNEMPLOYED. _ __DECEASED
o R  NUMBER PER CENT ~ NUMBER PER CENT
. Country Farmer B ='27l7. 58 ; 213 11 W40
'Town Farmer . o TS I IVZJ, i' .59 ' f3 .88
- Country Nonfarmer. 420 33 7.8 . 3 .m
 Town Nonfarmer 1006 9. L.88 3 .30
| Unreported | It  w9 s | '.‘3:36 2 &QBA
TOTALS - 4631 w3 22 48
‘}. - BT

. As can be seen from Table XXIII the farm students rate hlghest 5:‘

"1n those attendlng 1nst1tutlons of hlgher educatlon. The group w1th
-I-ghe poorest overJll show1ng was the country non-farm group It had
“the lowest total percentage of those seeklng educatlon beyond hlgh

,school as well*?s the hlghest level of those unemployed

A
e

El

. ‘;:

. : y

- o s
— t
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NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN HIGHER EDUCATION BY TYPE OF STUDENT

*  YYPE OF STUDENT

- Country Farmer

" Town Farmer

Country Nonfarmer

Town Nonfarmer |

_.cb&mvouémhn._ |

TOTALS

TOTAL

2117
341

420
1004

9

4631

e -

. TABLE XXTIIT

AG. COLLEGE .

- OTHER COLLEGE..

1
/(.4/(\\/ 2

; . :

OTHER SPECIAL EDUCATI

zﬁammw PER CENT NUMBER
M3, - 15.20 358
56 162 59
28 .Hm.mu, o pw.,
50 k98 139
2 g7 20

569 . 12,29 619

1730 . 35
2 : \ | .
0.2, - 20 | L.76

PER CENT NUMBER

13.18 12 0 - 4,18

-

gk 38 3.8
a2 3 . 2.0

...... Le e e e e 4. A

. PER CENT

" 10.26

TOTAL PER CENT
EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

| 32.54
C43.89.
* 31.67
o "22.60

- 30.20

m 13.37 209 451 T 3007
. N ’ .
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TABLE XXIV

-

GRADUATES IN OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS BY TYPE OF STUDENT -

| TYPE'OF STUDENT TOTAL o NUMBER '_ P CENT
Gountry Farmer o 2717 | | B T 321 oo 11.82 )
Town Farmer | - o341 ,' .Q 29 ?g “3 "; 3;80 )
Country Nonfarmer 420 ,‘ LA | | T'Jlo.éhvy
‘Town Nonfarmer 1004 1050 10.46
-v.}.Unreportedbl - uy 6 -
| 'i'OTAis o | 431 505 | 10.90

, | o |
- As’ revealed by the data in Table XXIV there is very 11tt1e dlfference b,

in the percentage of those employed in off-farm agrlcultural occupatlons
‘among the different type of.students. However the "town farmer”vgronp,‘

- is slightly lower.

. PLACEMENT IN OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS

Of.the'463118tudentsfinVolvedf~505 or 10. 9'pé£ cent Werevlistedbas

kbelng engaged 1n some off-farm agr1cu1tura1 occupatlon on e1ther a part !
time or full scale basis. Included w1th the questlonnalre was ‘a list (see ‘

| Appendlx) of . 31xty-three suggestedﬂoccupatlons for 1dent1fylng the student 's

type of employment 1n'"agribusiness." Table XXV shows the dlstrlbutlon

~ of the 505 graduates among the many areas of off=-farm agrlcultural

'occupatlons.

bt 4




PO TBLE XXV - R

THE DISTRIBUTION AND NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN THE MAJOR -
AREAS ‘OF OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS -

AREA NUMBER . o  AREA . - NUMBER

Anlmal Sc1ence o 95 - Farm Mechanlcs ,:' 154
d Plant Sc1ence :;.‘ulv ith o ", i Ag Serv1ces f, 'wl_7 24 :
, SOll Science i 18 o ‘, - Ag. Laborers Vi - ‘f 56 f
I E1ght of the occupatlonal cholces were checked twenty or more t1mes
17bThese are the follow1ng | feed and hammar mlll employeee, farm,machlnery
: mechanlc, welder, general repalrman, blacksmlth farm 1mplement agency 1
'employee, farm hardware/equlpment store«employee, fanm "co:op"”employee,,

~lumberman/sawmlll employee, and farm laborer. | | 55‘3 N\ |
| All but five of those llsted as’ agr1cultural laborers went only as f »
'»far as the "Chapter Farmer" degree 1n F. F. A. work with-the maJorlty of |

them being located in the Southwebt dlstrlct——p0331bly due to the mlgrant

type labor employed in that area. ThlS majority also had an on—the—farm :

background. : \{b

SUMMARY TABLE OF RESULTS | ]
\ ‘ ) - : ‘ .

The data in Table XXVI are the complete results of this study of

\\. h63l graduates W1th regard to their present occupatlonal status, locaé

| tlon of ré31dence (1n state or out of state) and those deceased. ThlS
table summarlzes the f1nd1ngs for the total group of students reported

in this study.

T T T T B TS R R PN TR TR e T T T W NTDA TA EY T e e Sy g sy v T o e e T— T
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QCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF GRADUATES OF HIGH»SCHOOL VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
' IN OKLAHOMA FROM 1959 - 1963 "

’USTATUS:UF STUUENTS’i { - NUMBER“Q ]“é S PER CENT YES® -
B T
~Fai‘mm8 o am Y ea 1836
Ag. Occupatlon '; . hlZSU."> 505 . "10:90

Ag. College | ,- | f 4062 f‘; - . 569U T 12,29
iOther College : R. AUlZ ' - 619 o k 13.37.

.*OtRe; Speclal Raucation Ah22 . 209 . b1

ijArmed Forces = = ;3870 o . '761 | . 16.43

AfNonag. Occupatiqn K 3108 " 1523U_“ o 32.89“

Unemployed . k& . L7 . 3.7
State Residencéh | , 1226 : ; | 2926 | | 63.18
Deceased ' 1,608 22 48

 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This Study involves one-third or 127 of the 383 high schoql%in

OklahomaUWith7vocatidnal agriculture departmeqts; Every graduaﬁ§}0ver

' the past five years, classes 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, and 1963, is included.

3Thls does not add to 100 per cent because many students are in
more than one category. - .

: hThose "Out of State" are represented in the "No" column and those
"In State" in the "Yes" column. Also all those listed as being in the
Armed Forces whose residential locatlon was not. indicated, were placed
in the "Out of State" group. - | |




~

| to what extent the student partlclpated in F. F. A. work (the F. F. A.

Ny degree he atta1ned), and the locatlon of the graduate 8. home——on the '

- returned prov1d1ng a study of a total of. L63l graduates. -

A’questionnaire was mailed to each vocational agriculture'instructor

' of those schools to determlne the follow1ng 1nformatlon 'what'each grad— -

uate is now dolng occupatlonally, when each 1nd1v1dual was graduated

N4

«*

farm proper or in town. Nlnety—two per cent of the questionnalre were -ﬁ,

?
™

It was found that 18. 16 per cent of the graduates are farmlng with

lO 90 per. cent in off—farm agr1cultural occupatlons and 12.29 enrolled

o -in agr1cultural colleges. W

There is a polnt of poss1ble concern w1th regard to those remalnlng B
or leav1ng the state followlng graduatlon., Inasmuch as a boy, 11sted

as serv1ng in the Armed Forces and whose residential locatlon was not

; marked was placed in the "out of state" group, the 36.82 per cent ;

g1ven as living out of state mlght ‘be reduced somewhat in s1gn1f1cance.

Nevertheless, it is rather apparent that a minimum of 25 per cert are

. ‘leav1ng the state for.employment elsewhere dur1ng the first few years

>

follow1ng high school graduatlon. . _
The Northwest district appears to be the d1str1ct w1th the largest o
percentage of graduates farmlng and 1n contlnulng the1r educatlon. Th1s‘ 5§ ,[wl
is very likely due to the larger farms and greater incomes for farmers

N .
“in western Oklahoma when compared to the Eastern half of the‘State.

The per cent of those in farmlng in 1963, 20.32 per cent drops to
l6 2l, per cent_ for those graduating in 1959 which 1nd1cates that some |
of the graduates stay at home on the farm for a few years before enter1ng

the Armed Forces or seeklng employment elsewhere. This is further

illustrated by the fact that as the graduates became older a larger

R e
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,fnumber of them were found in off-farm.agrlcultural occupatlons
" The h1gher the F. F. A. degree ach1eved the greater chance there

is of the graduate enter1ng farming as well as a post high school edu-

| catiohal 1nst1tutlon.r Also it seems to be as well that the h1gher the

F. F. A. degree achieved, the more likely-algraduate is to remain a

'state resident and be employed.

’

1 The type of res1dence background a graduate had 1s.apparently quite
v'determlnat1Ve of his future agr1cultural relatlonshlp Those W1th§a
background of "country farm"vhad by far the h1ghest.percentage'not.onlyi? .
,of those enterlng farmlng but those ‘y off—farm'agricultural'occupations i
8 as uell. Oppos1te to th1s was the group w1th the "town nonfarmlng"
' background. The "country nonfarm" categer was the weakest group agri-
chlturally |
Th1s study 1nd1cates that w1th 29 per ‘cent of- the graduates of

'vocatlonal agr1culture e1ther farmlng or: employed in off—farm agricul-
tural occupatlons and 12 per cent enrolled in collegesdof agr1culture,
w1th the total b\ing 41 per cent that our present type of program is
;:serv1ng theﬁneeds;of thls.group.‘ It also 1nd1catea that we are not
dineetlng thetneeds'of_a_larger'group'of the students. Ourppresent dayf

- programs in vocational education for the'rural youth need to be strength—

ened in order that they may be better trained. More studies need to

i be undertaken in the areas of off-farm agricultural occupations to
’ldeternine the needs for persons employed in-these occupations '
| leferent types of programs of vocatlonal agriculture are needed
in the various areas of the state to meet ‘the spec1f1c needs of the °
p

‘1nd1v1duals concerned. Many of these are due to economlcal and geogra-

_ph1cal dlfferences ‘in the areas.




; There is also an indicat

n

- ~ dent without the farm background. Our present day programs have failed
- to train him in occupations ‘which are available.” =~ = -
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* 10. Farm implement agency employee

E.

~ Farm Supplies &'Eauigmeht Occupatiohe'

APPENDIX

LIST OF OFF-FARM AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS

Farm Service Occupations ‘_ A v
1. Artificial Inseminator

. Auctioneer -
. . Butcherer

Feed and hammer mill employee |
‘Field supervisor (A. S. C.)
. County agent .

Farm -Machinery Sales & Service Occupatlons
8. Farm machinery mechanic
9. Weider, general repairman, blacksmith

.11. Farm Hardware/equipment store employee
12. Farm "co-op'" employee

Livestock Industry Occupatlons

13. Apiary inspector

14. Dairy plant employee , &

15. Egg grader, inspector ;

16. Levestock auction employee

17. Disease control worker

18. Milk sanitarian/inspector

19. Poultry and egg broker

20. Packing plant employee _ .
21. Poultry processing plant employee _
22. Stockyard employee : o
23. Veterlnarlan , ‘ )

Croj s, Forestry & Soil Occﬁ%atlons

24. Field crop, frult vegetable inspector
25. Fruitvand_vegetable'produce broker |
26. Grain elevator employee

."27 Irrigation management employee

. | . ‘.‘30 |

~31. Fertilizer expert(salesman

28. Lumberman/sawmill employee

- 29. Soil conservationist/specialist

'30. City/state/national forest employee

o

. J"s wm"i\

2

3 T . o
L. Crop duster, sprayer o N
5 |

6

7
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nOrnamental Hortlculture, wlldllfe & Recreatlon Occupgtlons

62,

32, Florist

'33. Game management employee
. 34. Garden center employee
"~ 35, Golf center employee

36. Greenhouse employee o .
-37. Grounds maintenance employee | ~

38, lLandscape gardener

- 39. Nursery employee ,

40.,-Tree pruner, surgeon - .

Profe351ona1 Agrlcultural Occupgtlon

4},  Agricultural chemist .

42, Agricultural economist

43. Agricultural teacher/educator , |
- bb.- Agricultural engineer ‘ v

L5, Agricultural journzlist and communlcatlonS'
L6, -Agronomist o
47. Animal scientist (
. 48. Racteriologist

L9. Botanist

50. Entomologist |

51. Plant pathologist

52, Rural sociologist E

53. Zoologist ;

54, TInsecticide/ pesticide expert/salesman
55, Agricultural insurance agent .

56. Agricultural banker g |
57, Farﬁ\\ranch worker/laborer

Occupgtlons Suggested_gy The Qgegtlonees

58, - Rural Electric Co-op -

59. <Cotton .gin employee

60, Veterinarian helper. -

61, Agricultural truck operatqr n

Miscellaneous
63, .Custam Ccmblne fleet operator
™




